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PUBLIC HEARING 

Town Hall 11 A/71 8:00 PM 

Present: Councilroen Niehaus, Bolander, Frohling, D'Antoni, Supervisor Vines 
Town Clerk 
Town Attorney and Deputy 

RE: PRELIMINARY BUDGET — 1972: 

Supervisor declared public hearing in session; assemblage saluted 
the flag. 

Councilmen-Elect John Lodico and Vincent Pizzutello were invited 
to participate and took seats at the Board table. 

IE Mr. Frank Colella, Upper Nyack questioned fact that no item 
*£ included for reappraisal. Supervisor stated it is intended that two men 
ZZ be hired for the Assessor's Office for same. Re Recreation Budget, he 
£j suggested raising fees to meet expenditures and make self-sustaining. 
^5 Mr. Ghiazza stated policy that general townwide sports activities are 

without charge, however shirts, etc. are paid for. Only parks providing 
swimming facilities are providing monies at present. 

Mr. John Jordan, New City: (Member OTC): Requested more detail 
in Recreation Budget. Also, questioned S8000. per annum for Dog Warden. 
55# increase in town taxes since 1969* Councilman Frohling stated most 
increases due to state mandate - salary increases. Mr. Jordan suggested 
reducing personnel by 15 to 20 employees. 

Supervisor Vines replied that school budget increased from 
17 to 22 million; town budget 6 million. Town servicing 65*000 people -
67*856 growth in town; same personnel cannot run. 

Mr. Gerard E. Maloney, Upper Nyack: Questioned amount of 
$l8l,007« personnel expenses in sewer department. Requested more detail, 
too obscure. 

Mrs. Rita Sackowitz, New City: Questioned raise in Saployecs* 
Retirement system; last year approximately Sl60,000; up S50,000. She 
was in formed that Civil Service authorizes increases, so more retirement 
funds must be paid - state mandated. Mrs. Sackowitz stated people losing 
homes because of high taxes; cut some of the services performed by the town. 

Mr. Fred Haeger, Valley Cottage: Requested in future that a 
five year comparison be given to the public at budget hearings; also 
predictions for years ahead. Suggested basing taxes on income. Requested 
1056 cut for every department and change in tax base. 

Councilman Frohling stated we are in second year of a 2-year 
contract with civil service employees; Board has no control over wages -
we must let Civil Service Commission know we areopposed to these increases 
year after year. Re pickup of leaves, costs town S100,00 per annum; if 
residents wish this service discontinued, we can save this amount. Re 
recreation, if residents wish, we can do 
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Highway Superintendent stated his department working at 
minimum. Listed all expenses and mentioned 21 snow storms last year. 
'Bridge* budget cut by Town Board. 

Mrs. Kraslin of New City and Stegr.eyer cf Nanuet both stated 
that people should pay for leaf pickup and recreation. 

Mr. A. Rocco, New City stated re Highway Department; 'in 1962 
1^0 miles of road and 32 employees; in 1971 2M0 miles of road and 6h employees. 
Highway Superintendent replied that roads today in subdivisions only 30* 
wide and take more time to plow. Also in 1962, no leaf pickup. Also, now 
roads cannot be oiled, but must be blacktopped. 

Mrs. Mellon, New City re saving money; why build proposed drag strip? 

Supervisor stated that bungalows were removed in Congers to 
fill in area in West Nyack which is proposed to be used for drag strip; 
needed for youth group; dragging done in dangerous places now. Also will 
help to lessen drug problem. People in the audience suggested the youth 
get jobs. Re expenditure of S50,COO for same. Supervisor Vines stated it 
will be self-sustaining, he will not be responsible for any deaths. 

Mrs. VanDam, Valley Cottage: Responsibility for insurance and supervision? 
Supervisor: Can be self-sustain ing, we are going to get all the facts. 

Mr. Jack Kupp, West Nyack: (Professional racer and builder of dragsters) 
Drag Strip must be laid professionally; money will be needed. Also, will 
cause air pollution. Also, suggested that those using recreational facilities 
pay their own way; children being the only exceptions. (Supervisor informed 
Mr. Kupp, that he promised to build drag strip, and he will) 

Mr. Ghiazza, Recreation Commissioner: Adult Recreation self-sustaining; 
they pay entry fees at no cost to town. In 1970 serviced over 36,000; in 
1971 (to this date), over 70,000. Sl68,OCO net budget; 9*» activities and 
maintaining of parks. No increase expected next year for this program. 
Also, budget shows Sl8,000 decrease for equipment. Re pools, needs specialized 
instruction which costs money; we have over 600 volunteers at no cost to town. 

Mr. Haeger, Valley Cottage: Requested total salary paid for permanent 
employees"of the Recreation Department. Kr. Ghiazza stated the following: 

Administration: Supt., Rec. Superv., three full time secretaries 
plus part/time secretary •• • $52,352.00 

Recreation Program: $71*6c4.O0 
Senior Citizens 21,000.00 (k^O at present, more each day) 
Community Center......I**,600.00 (One Director plus p/t help. 
Lake Nanuet• • (All seasonal, nine full/time people• 

($98,000.00 in full time employees in Recreation and Parks Department) 

Mr. Walter Plotnik, Valley Cottage: Requested 1C& across the board cut. 
Stated 26% increase in school tax; control population. 

Mr. Marko, New City: Not fair to base taxes on income, those having no 
children pay school taxes too. Also, children should pay for recreation 
facilities and use too. 
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Mr* Joseph Knight, New City: Re Highway Department Expenses — less men 
could be used, He item of S**0,000. to maintain equipment; too high. 
Suggested contracting repairs instead of putting on payroll. Requested 
that 10 to 15# less personnel be on highway payroll. Re leaves; not getting 
enough services for our tax money now; discharge people not competent. 

Mrs. Margaret Pedersen: Re Recreation, $198,000. not 598,000. (Mr. Ghiazza 
stated S98,OO0 represents full time permanent employees; total personnel, 
$198,000. Personnel expenses reimbursable by state; (Youth, $32,**05« — 
Senior Citizens - $1,163.00) Re Senior Citizens; three clubs, once a week 
bus route to take to meetings (New City, Ripples; Nanuet, Pearl River Elks; 
Congers, Methodist Church.) No charge to town for use of these buildings. 

J^ Mr. Franchino of the Supervisors Office stated re printing and 
g£ mailing; Town General. Encompasses all legal notices, purchasing of all 
Cl2 letterhead papers, etc. Previously was incorporated into the general budget 
C? of every department. Also includes all mailing of sewer and town bills. 

Mrs. Champeau was informed that fee of $1.30 to pick up grass 
Sanitation Department ruling. 

There being no one further wishing to be heard, on resolution 
offered by Councilman D'Antoni, seconded by Councilman Niehaus and unanimously 
adopted, public hearing was closed. 

S 
fcnne E. O'Connor 
Town Clerk 


