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70;.i: 1>0A RD KLETING 

January Z\t 1957 

Town Clerk's Office 3*00 P.M. 

Present: Messrs, Renken 
Jeffrey 
VJelchman 
Dillon 

Absent: Mr. Schmersahl 

Supervisor Dillon opened the meeting* 

On motion made by Mr* Welehman, seconded by Mr* Jeffrey and carried, the 

reading "of the minutes of the previous meeting was dispensed with. 

Mrs. Wager of Terrace Ave.* Nenuet, appeared before the Board representing 

residents of Terrace Avenue and Spruce Street asking that the roads be accepted into the 

Town Highway System* Highway Superintendent Klein explained that acceptance was held up 

because of a drainage condition and that his department had corrected the condition with 

the promise from Mr* Beaulleu that he would pay for the work done* 

Maintenance bond of Melbs Realty Corporation dated Dec* 12, 1956 covering 

Terrace Avenue and Spruce Drive in subdivision known as Melbs Park Section #1 and Section 

^ #2, was presented to the Board and approved as to form and sufficiency* 

<] Mr* Jeffrey moved the following resolutions 
< 
^ RESOLVED, that deed of Melba Realty Corporation to the Town of Clerks town, 

dated Dec. 13, 1956, conveying Terrace Avenue and Spruce Drive* shown on map of Melba 

Perk, Nanuet, H* Y., together with drainage easements, be accepted and Included in the 

Town Highway System, upon recommendation of the Consulting Engineer' and the Town Highway 

Superintendent, and be It 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Attorney be directed to record the same* 

Seconded by Mr* Welchman* 

On roll call, the vote was ss follows: 

AYES: UeBBVBm Renken, Jeffrey, Welchman, Dillon* 

NAYES: Hone* 

Robert P. Kassel, Esq., appeared in connection with the improvement of Sherwood 

Drive, Nanuet, to advise the Board that water was not draining on the property of Lillian 

Freedman from Sherwood Drive* He claimed the water went under Sherwood Drive and came from 

8 street called Nelson Place* The matter was referred to the Highway Superintendent* 

Mr* Richard J* Foley of Laurel Rd*, Hew City, appeared before the Board as 

representative of the Central CI arks town Residents Association* He presented to the Board 

a letter signed by all the civic groups in CI arks town and asked that the letter be read and 

included in the minutes of the meeting* 
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January 23, 1957 

"Town Council 
Town of Clerkstown 
M8in Street 
New City, New York 

Gentlemen: 

Your attention is directed to the very substantial increase in the tax bills of most 
homeowners in CI arks town. This increase appears to be unreasonable and is disproportion
ate to the percent of increase in the school, town and county budgets, 8nd our investiga
tions so far lead us to believe that the increases in our tax bills are inequitable* > 

To illustrate what we mean by "unreasonable"* we point to a #25*000 residence in Clerks town 
on which taxes now amount to #600 per year. By comparison there are some #25*000 residences 
in Westchester County which now bear taxes of #600—-but here's what they get for those 
taxes: fire hydrants, street lighting, sewers, water, libraries, hospitals, refuse collec
tion, parks and playgrounds, and in most communities, school facilities adequate to meet 
their current needs. Here in CI arks town we receive few or none of these services for the 
same amount of taxes—and the disturbing thought is, as we get any of those services, our 
tax bills ere going to be further increased. 

As for school taxes--and we realize that these are not a problem of our Town Council-
there is going to be 8 sharp rise in the immediate future. On March 18th we will be asked 
to provide #790*000 more to complete construction now in progress—and at the tame time 
or immediately following, we will be asked to provide funds for 3 to 6 additional school 
sites which will cost upwards of #2j.00,000* and then we will be asked for #2 million or 
more to erect a junior high school before the end of 1959* These additional funds of 
nearly $3.2 million ere in addition to the #3*518*000 approved last year* making a total 
Of at least #6.5 million of indebtedness—the amortization of principal and interest of 
which is yet to be added to our school tax bills—and the interest cost of this #6.5 
million of indebtedness will probably be in excess of 1$. 

We mention the school tax situation only to impress upon the Council the serious tax burden 
which the residents of this community are going to have to bear* 

We believe there has developed a serious defect in our township tax structure in that there 
has been a sharp shift in the tsx burden from commercial to residential properties—par
ticularly the newer residences. Based upon our review of the BBBBBBBA valuations, we 
conclude that, In general* the assessed values on all commercial and public utility 
properties should be reviewed and* in most cases* revised upwards. We believe that the 
rs&ent reassessment should have resulted in proportionate increases on all properties* 
Specifically, &n effort should have been made to avoid a tsx reduction to utilities on 
their "special franchises," and we urge you to take immediate steps to accomplish this 
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ave still properties in the township which have not been taxed.* and there are 
numerous cases of unquestionable inequities in residential and commercial property assess
ments* many of which have been brought to the attention of the assessor *s office and which 
pa are assured will be corrected* 

our opinion that the Bb»rp increase in the tax burden* which has been experienced 
;iel property owners, is due in large part to the careless end incomplete 
recently completed* and we think that these inequities must be corrected and 
in assessed valuesnmust be made before June of this year* 

The assessor's office in CI arks town presently appears to be adequate to keep abreast of 
current property transfers, but we strongly recommend that it be augmented by the temporary 

of appraisers with an intimate knowledge of local re$pL estate values so that 
jority of inequities can be corrected before June 1957* 

Ho subject in Clerks town should more attract the concern of the Town Council than the 
equitable distribution of the tax burden among the property owners. This matter will be 
ikept under surveillance by citizens1 groups. We request a statement by the Council as 
to what steps will be taken. 

• Respectfully* 

Central Clerkstown Residents Association 
S/ E. T. Ksttlach - Pres. 

Valley Cottage Civic Association, Inc. n 
3/ Edw. C. Ferguson, Pres* • 

North Clerkstown Civic Association 
S/ Alan H. Anderson, Pres* 

Nanuet Civic Association 
3/ W. Howard Ackroyd-Eelly 

Upper Hyack Taxpayers Association 
S/ T. Savoury* Pres* 

Whitewood Property Owiers Association 
S/ John Cx, Kelly, rres. 
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After discussing the matter, Mr. Renken moved the following resolutions 

, RESOLVED, that the services of Nelson W. Hall, Consulting Engineer of the Town 

of CI arks town, be retained, snd be it 

•

FURTHER RESOLVED, that Donald Partridge, Esq* and Mr* John W. Coyle be requested to 

act as a Committee to assist the Consulting Engineer and the Assessor in running a check 

on corrections being made by J» L* Jacobs & Company on the Tax Map prepared by them, to 

determine whether specifications in the contract have been met* and be it 

•

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Committee may be increased in number, not to exceed 

four, if it is found feasible, and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that a Shu not to exceed $2,000,00 be appropriated as reimburse

ment for reasonable time spent on the project* 

Seconded by Mr. Jeffrey. 

On roll call, tiie vote was as follows: 

AYES: Messrs. Renken, Jeffrey, Welchman 

NAYES: Mr, Dillon/ 
^° Messrs. Ernest Berky and Carl Behnke of 85 E. Route 59A appeared before the 

< Board and complained about a ssessments on, their properties, claiming that when Route 59 

was relocated their business was cut to one third. The Board advised that the matter 

would be referred to the Assessor and If he felt it was warranted, an adjustment would be 

made next year. 

H Mr. and Mrs. John Mellozzo of Hall St., Central Kyack, appeared before the Board 

™ with regard to a ditch on Dickenson Avenue and a drainage pipe, slowing pictures of the 

existing condition* They advised that no permission had been granted to put the pipe in 

and no easement given. The Clerk was ins trup ted to invite Mr* William Yuda to the next 

meeting of the Board in connection with this matter. The Board arranged to investigate 

the situation on Jan. 26th* 

Mrs. Anna Garrabrent of Valley Cottage appeared before the Board to see what 

was decided about deeding of property, to her by the Town* The Town Attorney, advised that 

her Engineer, Fred Davidson, had not furnished him with proper descriptions of Hie property 

and that it would have to be property that adjotaft* **er property at the time the Town 

A Claimed it. Mr. Dillon suggested that if Mr. Davidson cannot do the work for her that 

she engage another engineer* 

•

Mrs. Catherine Gunther of 2 Birch Drive, Nanuet, appeared and asked the Board 

for lights and water for Birch Drive and Poplar Street. She was advised thst these streets 

were no£ in an established water district and that it would be well for her to contact 

Mr. Trachtenberg to see if these streets could be included in the petition for the Oakbrook 

extension* The Clerk was asked to have the Rockland Light & Power Co* to make a survey 

H of the lighting needs for these two streets* 

Chief Wiebicke reported that he had contacted Mr# Conway, of the Department of 

Public Works in respect to proposed "Ho Parking* on Route 5f on the south side for a 

distance 300 feet west of the Pescack Road bridge and 120 foot east and that the plan met 

with his approval* 
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Mr. Dillon read a 3e tter from the Department of Public Works stating that a 

study was being made of the Board's request for an access road from Sickletown Road, 

easterly to Route f>9 in West Nyack* 

The Town Attorney made a report on the findings of Mr. Klein and himself in 

connection with petition of residents of High Tor Road to have the Town take over the 

said road, stating he had to disagree with the petitioners1 attorney* 

Mr. Welchman moved the following resolutions 

RESOLVED, that on report of the Town Superintendent of Highways and Town 

Attorney, petition seeking to have the Town of CI arks town take over High Tor Road as a 

Town road be denied, and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk so notify the petitioners* attorney. 

Seconded by Mr. Renken. 

AYES: Messrs. Renken, Jeffrey, Welchman, Dillon 

NATES: Hone 

Highway Superintendent Emil Klein advised the Bosrd that he expected 8 demon

stration on 8 Model 7 Ferguson Backhoe and that he would make a report 8nd recommendation 

on the backhoe purchase at the next Board meeting* 

Mr. Klein reported that the roadbed of Lake Road, Valley Cottage was 21$, * width 

in the St. Theresa Church area and that it could be wl dened to 30» for a distance of about 

250* • He further reported that he would do the work in the Spring. The Clerk was requested 

to so notify the Valley Cottage Fire District* 

The Highway Supt. reported that easements for drainage in the Selsh Homes, Sec* 

3 subdivision were satisfactory to both the Consulting Engineer and himself, inasmuch 

ss they took the water into an existing stream* 

The Board approved as to form and sufficiency, the following Performance Bond* 

Selah Home Builders, Inc. 
Selsh Homes Sec* 3 
New City, H. Y. 

Mr. Jeffrey moved the following resolutions 

RESOLVED, that deed of Selah Home Builders, Inc. to the Town of Clerks town, 

dated Pec 21, 1956, conveying Leona Avenue, Vinfleld Avenue, and Lorraine Court, shown 

on Map of Selah Home Builders, Inc., Selsh Homes Sec. 3, Hew City, N. Y., together with 

drainage easements over Lots Ho* 8, 13* 23 and 26, be accepted and the roads included in 

the Town Highway System, upon rcommendation of the Consulting Engineer and Town Highway 

Superintendent, and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Attorney be directed to record the same* 

Seconded by Mr. Renken* 

On roll call the vote was as follows: 

AYES: Messrs. Renken, Jeffrey, Welchman, Dillon. 

NAYESs Hone. 
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Le8se submitted by Robert and John Meier, covering the Clarkstown Police 

Headquarters from Jan. 1, 1957 to and including Dec. 31, 1957 was submitted to the Board. 

Mr. Renken moved the following resolution: 

RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be authorized to execute lease for the rental 

of the Clarkstown Police Headquarters from Robert and John Meier for one year, from 

Jan. 1, 1957 to and including Dee. JL9 1957* 

Seconded by Mr. Welchman. 

On roll call the vote was as followsr 

AYES: Messrs. Renken, Jeffrey, Wei ehman, Dillon. 

NAYES: None. r 

The following Maintenance Bond was submitted to the Board and approved as to 

form and sufficiency; 

Alastair Jeffrey 
Jeffrey Place 
Valley Cottage, N. Y. 

,̂  Mr. Renken moved the following resolution: 
in 

^ RESOLVED' that deed of Alastair Jeffrey to the Tom of Clarkstown, dated Jan. 
< 

< Z\\$ 1957* conveying Jeffrey Place, Valley Cottage, be accepted and that the road b# in-
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eluded in the Town Highway System, subject to receipt of a certificate of title from his 

attorney, and that the Town Attorney be directed to record same* 

Seconded by Mr. Welchman* 

On roll call, the vote was as follows; 

AYES: Messrs. Renken, Welchman, Dillon 

HAYES: . None 

ABSTAINED: Alaater Jeffrey 

Mr. Welchman moved the following resolution; 

RESOLVE^ that a hydrant tie installed on the west side of Eberling Drive, New 

City, approximately 382 feet north of the north property line of New Hempstead Road, and 

be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, thet the Spring Valley Water Works and Supply Company be 

authorized to make installs tion of the said hydrant. 

Seconded by Mr. Renken. 

On roll call the vote was as follows: 

AYES; Messrs. Renken, Jeffrey, Welchman, Dillon 

NAYES; None 

Mr, Dillon read a letter from Chief Wlebicke of tiie Clarkstown Police with 

regard to parking problems at the New City Library, suggesting a limited time for parking. 

Mr. Renken moved the following resolution: 

RESOLVED, that "One Hour Parking Between 9;X>0 A.M. and 6:00 P.M^n signs be 

erected in front of the New City Free Library rather than *No Parking11 signs, and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Highway Superintendent and the Chief of 

Police erect the said signs. 

Seconded by Mr. Welchman. 

On roll call, the vote was as follows; 
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AYIlS: Messrs, Renken, Je f f rey , Welchman, D i l l o n . 

NAYES: Ifone* 

Mr. Welchrasn moved the following resolutions 

RESOLVED, that e street light be erected on Pole Mo. 5, Church Street* 

Hanuet, and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Rockland Light and Power Company be authorized 

to install the said light* 

Seconded by Mr. Jeffrey* 

On roll call the vote was as follows; 

AYES: Messrs. Renken, Jeffrey, Welchman, Dillon. • 

NAYES: lone* 

The Following Performance Bond was submitted to the Board and approved as to 

form and sufficiency: 

S & K Land Corp*, 
Maple Grove Estates* 
Hanuet, H. Y* 
(Hew Haven Avenue) 

Mr. Dillon read a letter from the Better Government Association dated Jan* 2* 

1957# rectuesting information on three points in connection with health, welfare and safety 

of community* The Board requested the Clerk to write as follows * 

1* It is the duty of the Building Inspector to enforce the Building Code* 

2* Inspections are made by the Building Inspector as well as fire Chief 
from different districts, the Chiefs reporting to the Building Inspector 
thereafter* 

3. The Board has no knowledge of the e xlstenee of a slum area in CI arks town 
and would like knowledge of its location if there is* 

Mr. Dillon read a letter from the High for Bowmen, Hew City, H* Y« complaining 

of garbage being dumped on their range* The matter was referred to the Chle* of Police and 

was asked to so advise the High Tor Bowmen* 

Mr. Sam Johnson appeared and stated he had been charged for lighting on his 

and that he was not in a lighting district* He stated the same thing had occurred 

last year and he was promised 8 refund but nothing was done* The Supervisor advised Mr* 

in to pay the tax bill and get on affidavit from Mr* Pair, the Assessor and the over-

would be rebated* 

Mr. Dillon read copies of letters addressed to the Supervisor by the New 

fgp$k $tete Thruway Authority under date of Jan. 3, 1957 with reference to re-locations 

«3f portions of roads in the Town of CI arks town which will be maintained by CI arks town 

#n the future* 

Mr. Dillon read a letter from the Association of Towns of the State of Hew 

York advising of special sessions for the First Class Towns at the Annual Meeting in 

Buffalo on Feb* 12, 13 and llf, 1957» 

The Supervisor read a latter from the State Traffic Commission stating de

cision on reduction of speed limit on streets in vicinity o* Street School waa adverse 

and that a further review would be made* The Clerk was requested, to so advise the Street 

School P.T.A* 
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The Supervisor read e letter from the State Traffic Commission stating de

cision on reduction of speed limit on streets in vicinity of Street School was adverse and 

that a further review would be msde. The Clerk was requested to so edvise the Street 

School P.T.A» 

Bond of Frank Keramer, Welfare Officer, in the sum of #500.00, for a period 

beginning Feb. 18, 1957 and ending Feb. 18, 1958, W88 submitted to the Board and approved* 

Letter from the Building Inspector forwarding request of William Meyer for 

one month leave of absence without pay was submitted to the Board* 

Mr. Welchman moved the following resolutions 

RESOLVED, that request of William Meyer, Assistant Building Inspector, for 

a leave of absence without pay, beginning Feb. 1st and ending Feb. 28th, 1957» be granted* 

Seconded by Mr. Jeffrey. 

On roll call, the vote was as follows: 

AYES: Messrs. Renken, Jeffrey, Welchman, Dillon* 

HAYES: None* 
m 
>£> Mr. Dillon read a letter from John Koop requesting return of cash maintenance 
< 

<; bond in the amount of $2^00.00 deposited by him for maintenance of Gregory, James and 
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Frank Streets, New City* 

Mr. Renken moved the following resolution: 

RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be authorized to return cash Maintenance Bond 

in the amount of #22j.00*00 for maintenance of Gregory, James and Frank Streets, Hew City, 

of the Superintendent of Highways* 

Mr, Welchman. 

On roll call, the vote was as follows: 

AYJS: Messrs* Renken, Jeffrey, Welchman, Dillon. 

HASTES: Hone* 

Mr. Dillon read a letter from the 01 arks town Reformed Church, West Nyack, 

a fire hydrant In immediate vicinity of church. The Clerk was asked to 

Jhurch that as soon as the Water Company had hydrants on hand Installation will 

9rt of the plan of the water district extension* 

Mr* Dillon read a letter he had received from thg Whitewood Property Owners 

r, making four requests. The Clerk was instructed to advise the 

as follows t 

1. She Highway Superintendent reported streets In the Whitewood development 
BVB reasonably clean in Sec* 1 and See* 2 roads not yet in Highway System. 

Z* Ho thing can be done about the second request* 

3* The State Traffic Commission will be requested to erect s blinker light 
at the intersection of Germonds Road and Route 3Glt* 

il* The Highway Superintendent has been directed to replace the rusted curve 
warning sign on Germonds Road south of its 'Intersection with Parrott Road* 

Mr* Dillon read a letter from Charlotte M. Kelley of Gerke Ave.,' Spring Valley, 

requesting special consideration with respect to sale of farm property. The Board asked 

the Clerk to write suggesting that she present her problem to the Planning Board* 
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Mr. Klein reported that "No Parking" aigna on Laurel Road had been changed* 

Chief Wiebicke reported to the Board that there were two vacancies in the 

Police Department and recommended two names for consideration. 

Mr. Jeffrey moved the following resolution: 

RESOLVED, that Eugene Requa and Robert Lagatella, both of Nanuet, be appointed 

Police Patrolmen in the Clarkstown Polled Department on a provisional basis, subject to Civil 

Service Examination, at an annual salary of $Jj.600.00 effective aa of February 1* 195?* 

Seconded by Mr. Welchman*' 

On roll call the vote was a a followa: 

AYES: Messrs. Renken, Jeffrey, Welchman, Dillon. 

NAYES: None. 

Mr. Renken made mention of the railroad crosainga In Nanuet still remaining 

unprotected despite resolution requesting investigation and proper warning devices sub

mitted to State Traffic Commission. The Clerk was asked to write the Commission inquiring 

what action has been taken* 

Mr. Jeffrey moved the following resolutions 

RESOLVED, that 3 hydrants be Installed on Route 9-# in a southerly direction 

from its intersection with Lake Road, the placement of same to be subject to the approval 

and recommendation of the Fire Chief of Rockland Lake, and be It 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Spring Valley Water Works and Supply Company be 

authorized to make installation, 

by Mr# Welchman* 

On roll call the vote was as follows? 

A3TES: Messrs. Renken, Jeffrey, Welchman, Dillon* 

NAYES: None* 

Mr,, Welchman inquired of Mr. Klein that had been done'a bout obtaining an 

connection with the Lankau drainage problem* Mr. Klein reported' that he and 

Lng Engineer would see the Erie Railroad about an easement upon Mr. Hall's 

Mr. Welchman moved the following resolution: 

RESOLVED, that the Receiver of Taxes of the Town of Clarkstown be authorised 

the payment of taxes without penalty up to and including February l£th, 19f>7# 

Seconded toy Mr. Jeffrey* 

On roll call, the vote was as follows: 

AYES: Messrs. Renken, Jeffrey, Welchman, Dillon* 

NAYES: None* 

Street Opening Permit for Robert C. Donnelly dated Jan. 11, 1957 was pre

sented to the Board and executed* 

Mr. Dillon read a letter from Trachtenberg & Silberman, Attorneys of Nyack, 

## Y* calling attention to an error in zoning of the property of Haraeal, Inc., Route 

[, New City. The Board decided to take the matter up at the next Board meeting* 

The Supervisor read a letter dated Jan. U , 195? tvon Thomas E. Walsh, Esq* . 
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of Congers, with reference to property of Carl II. Low of Route 303 Congers, inquiring what 

can be done in connection with reclassification of Mr. Low*s property. The Board decided 

to hold the matter over until the next meeting of the Board* 

There being no further business to come before the Board, on motion made 

by Mr, Jeffrey, seconded by Mr. Wei daman snd carried, the meeting was adjourned* 

Respectfully submitted, 

- ^' * 

of Clarks 
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