
SPECIAL MEETUIG 

Jane 28, 1955 

Clarkstown Junior-Senior High School 8:00 P.M. 

Present: Mr, Schmersahl 
Mr. Pibble 
Mr. Welchman 
Mr. Burle igh 
Mr. D i l l o n 

Mr. D i l l o n cdled the meeting t o order. 

Mr. Roepe presented a p e t i t i o n for the e s tab l i shment of a Sewer D i s t r i c t at New 

C i t y . 

I'v. Mr. Schmersahl moved the fo l lowing order: 

WHEREAS, a w r i t t e n p e t i t i o n ^ dated Jume 23i»ds 1955» i** due form and containing 

the required s ignatures has been j resented t o aid f i l e d wi th the Town Board of the Town 

of Clarkstown, Rockland County, New York, f o r the establishment of a Sewer D i s t r i c t at 

New City in the s a i d Town to be bounded and described as f o l l o w s : 

BEGINNING at a po int i n the w e s t e r l y l i n e o f Goebel Road, which point i s 721+.13 
f e e t from the southwest corner of Goebel Road add Route 30!JL at the nor theas ter ly corner 
of the premises here in described and the southeas ter ly cornier of l a i d s og William B» 
B l a u v e l t ; runnint thence al onr the lands of William B. Blauvel t South 89 l 8 f 30" West 
llij.9»6I|. f e e t to a p ipe; thence Horth 89° 58 f %<©w West 509 .50 f e e t to the center of a cree/< 
known as Demarest K i l l ; running thnce anitherly along the center l i n e thereof about 
2031.50 f e e t to the lands o f Tabnadge, formerly of MclLeod; running thence along the 
same ( l ) South 88° 33» 30" East 614.5.85 f e e t to & large t r e e ; thence (2) North 6Jj.° 58? 

1+0" East 1 0 5 ^ 5 f e e t - t o a fence post ; (3) Soatk S?° 09 1 2Cr East 762.93 f e e t ; thenc© 
(ij.) South 81° 0f 0M East [j.£0 f ee t to an iron pipe at fibs southwesterly cornea?of lands 
formerly of Arthur C. Goebel; running thence along tine same (1) North 6° 1+2' East 190.27 
f e e t to a *ake; (2) North 9° 361 50" East 223.03 f e e t t o a fence pos t ; thence running 
s t i l l ajong lands of Arthur C. Goebel South 86° I©1 55® East 263.00 f e e t ; t h e n c e running 
North 1 5 l f 50" East 351.60 f e e t t o the w e s t e r l y l ime of said Goebel Road; and running 
thence Northerly along the wes t er ly l i n e of said Boebel Road about 1107•• 69 f e e t to the 1 -J 
point or place of beginning. Contai n ing about 80 a c r e s . 

WHEREAS, the improvements proposed c o n c l s t of fee- e r e c t i o n , construct ion and 

maintenance of a sewerage system, t o serve t h e ss id d i s t r i c t , including main and l a t e r a l 

sweres, treatment beds and a l l inci dentaL eqpljapteait, inc lud ing the a c q u i s i t i o n of the nee* 

essary lands and r i g h t s of way t h e r e f o r e , i n accordance with certa in plans made a part of 

such p e t i t i o n now on f i l e in the o f f i c e of the TOMH Clerk of the s a i d Town; aid 

WHEREAS, the maximum amount proposed t o "be expended f a t the improvement as s t a t e 

in the sa id p e t i t i o n i s None, i t i s hereby 

ORDERED, that a meeting of the Town Board of tSae Said Town of Clarkstown s h a l l 

be held at the o f f i c e of the Town Clerk in NewCity, Mew York, on the 12th day of August, 

1955 at 8:00 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time, t o cons ider the sa id p e t i t i o n and to ho L 

hear a l l persons i n t e r e s t e d in the subject tfaweof, concerning the same, and for such 

other act ion on the part of said Town Board with r e l a t i o n t o the sa id pe t i t i o n as may be 

reqired by law or proper i n the premises* 

Seconded by Mr. Bur le igh . 

On Rol l Ca l l , the Board voted as follower 

AYES: Messrs, Schmersahl, F ibb le , Welcftuutn, Burle igh, D i l l o n 

NOES: None 

There being no further bus iness to come before be Board, the meeting was ad

journed* 

Town /dierk of Clarkstown 



A HJBLIC HEARING 

June 28, 1955 

Clerks town Junior - Sen ior High School 8r00 P.M* 

Present: Mr, Schmersahl, Councilman 
Mr, Fibble* Councilman 
Mr. velctamwa, Councilman 

I Mr. Bir le i$L* Councilman 

Mr. D i l l o n , Supervisor 
Richard May, County Plaining Director 
Meaibers of the Zoning Revis ion Commit tea 
Before the opening of the meefsing Chairman D i l l o n made the announcement that 

•

copies o f a p e t i t i o n were a v a i l a b l e to those who preferred to submit the ir opinions in 

w r i t i n g rather than appear on the platform before the meeting* 

Mr. D i l l o n then c a l l e d the meeting t o order, and s t y l e d i t "Hearing in Refer-

gfe ence to Proposed ibmendaemt t o tbs Present Zoning Law", He explained that the Board was 

s i t t i n g t o hepr the wishes o f the people of Clarkstown, and added that they were not 

i n t e r e s t e d i n p e r s o n a l i t i e s , but in f a c t s . He continued? State simply how you f e e l 
tebout the Ordinance, and whether you are in favor of i t or against i t . Each ind iv idua l 

oo 
r°> d e s i r i n g t o "be heard I s to give h i s name andaddress and t o s t a t e whether he i s speaking < 
<£ on h i s own lahalf or for some group t o be des ignated or for some Real Estate Development* 

^ Say what you have to say i n a very few words* 

F i r s t Speaker. Mr. Drexler , Candy Mountain Day Camp: Candy Mountain Day 

Camp, located on F M U i p s H i l l Road, w i t h h$ acres of property, where we run a Day Camp* 

I t i s the purpose of the new Ordinance to p? ovlde for an orderly development of the 

H Town1 s permanent growth and expansion for the b e n e f i t of a l l e x i s t i n g coirmunities. I 

should l i k e t o point t o the map, s i r , I have property r ight here on P h i l l i p s H i l l Road* 

On the other sie" of the road they have permitted one acre zoning, but on t h i s s ide they 

have i n s i s t e d on two a c r e s . There were twenty s ignatures t o the pe t i t i o n , of whom the 

fo l lowing: Thompson, Kernsn, Meyer, Weber, Lynch and Anderson do not l i v e on P h i l l i p s 

H i l l Road. 

Cbalxuan - The Board I n s i s t * that each one be allowed to speak without i n -

terruption» 

Mr* Brex ler - I f they do l i v e on P h i l l i p s H i l l Road I r e t r a c t the statement 

and I r e g r e t having made i t . Of the remaining people on the p e t i t i o n there are a number 

W who do not own one acre themselves . I would l i k e to know what r ight they have* 

Ghelman - Fl*«£e s t a t e your case to the Board wi thout asking cpes t ions of 

I the gathering* 

Mr. Brexler - Both Martin and Zabriskie own l e s s than two acres of land* 

I f a i l t o see how such a s t a t u s e n t i t l e s them to in ter fere with my work with the c h i l d -

ran at Candy Mountain Day Camp. I oppose for that reason the zoning on the b a s i s of 

two acres* I q^aote from A r t i c l e !+• 32 (b) I I I Operations and Accessory Uses: No l i g h t -

H ing of a c t i v i t y areas or "buildings sha l l be v i s i b l e from my nearby r e s i d e n t i a l l o t . 

Do you raeati to v e i l me t h a t I can be Interflerrad with because one of my neighbors can 

climb up on h i s roof and look over into my property? I say that kind of draft ing i s 

poor and inadequate* I f you ara in bus iness you oan oontinue in b u s i n e s s . According 

to A r t i c l e 7*361 Won-Conforming Non-Building Uses in R D l s t r i o t s , a iy R D i s t r i c t non-

f} conformliig non-onilding; use may ba continued forthra© years a f tar the e f f e c t i v e data of 
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t h i s Ordinance provided t h a t af ter the exp i ra t ion of tha t period such non-conforming 

e s h a l l then be terminated. Suoh provision i s conf iscatory and I do not th ink i t i s 

l e g a l . The booklet misrepresented the f a c t s . According to Ar t i c le 7.37 such non

conforming non-building use i s out of business in th ree yea r s . Ar t i c l e 7 discontinues 

any non-conforming use provided for in t h i s sec t ion under Section 7.33 (c) vacating an 

nonconforming non-b u i l d i n g use fora continuous period of s ix months s h a l l be p re 

sumed t o be discontinuance of such nonconforming use , and in ten t to resume ac t ive 

operat ions shal l not a f f ec t the foregoing. On he terms of t h i s sec t ion , every summer 

business is automaticsLLy to be put out of bus iness . This i s not only asking for a law 

suait but for hundreds of lawsui t s . Even i f you have a valid variance you never theless 

can be forced out of bus ine s s . Under Ar t i c l e 7 and subject to the p?o#isions of 

Section 7.37 non-conforming non-building use for more than s ix months, i f you are 

closed for the winter season you cannot resume business again. I do not th ink the 

Board r e a l l y means t h a t . All you are buying i s a l awsu i t . This zoning was not done 

impar t i a l l y . I can never be convinced tha t t h i s was impar t i a l l y arr ived a t . This 

ordinance is loosely phrased. In concluding I ask tha t the wn ole matter be refer red 

ba.ck to a committee of planners who have p r a c t i c a l business experience, and t h a t the 

ordinance be submitted to the town attorney so tha t i t can be properly drawn» 

Mr. Albert G. Lamborn,. Rout e 9W Congers, N-. Y. - I own considerable land 

and bui ldings in Congers. I am also d e f i n i t e l y concerned about the increas ing taxes 
over 

in connection with the school s i tua t ion . I would l ike to govc/ t h i s zoning amendment 

with you as to how I th ink i t affects the Township of Clarkstown, the Vil lage of 

Congers and my proper ty . We actually have no land zoned for general manufacturing* 

Even with the many miles of West Shore Railroad; a l so the many, many miles of S ta te 

Highways, plus the new Thru-Way, no su i t ab le land was found to piece in the M 2 

D i s t r i c t . The only ones plained are the mountain wife the operating Have r a t raw Quarry, 

the mountain with the operat ing West Nyack Quarry, and the inaccess ib le , bottomless 

West Nyack swamp. I would l i ke to suggest t ha t another survey be made to find s u i t 

able land for general manufacturing. Please l e t me digress for a few moments to t e l l 

you of one of my dreams. Nearly a l l of my l i f e I have watched a hideous Frankenstein 

develop and p r a c t i c a l l y from i t s very beginning I had the dream to turn i t into a 

wonderful worth while p r o j e c t . The cu ar ry i s a worth while en te rp r i se , giving em

ployment in the County. However, i t never has paid i t s fa i r share of t axes , as up 

t o a year ago t h i s mul t i -mi l l ion dollar en te rp r i se was assessed for about $[|.0,000« 

My dream or my suggest i s -Let the Quarry remove the e n t i r e mountain, and ihen i t 

reaches the level of Route 9W make i t s t op , andnin re turn for quarrying the face of 

the mountain, make i t deed free to the S ta te or the Town, it*remaining property, to 

be made into a large a rpor t , or park, playground or i n d u s t r i a l s i t e . The a l t e r n a t i v e 

i s t ha t some time in the future the quarry i n t e r e s t w i l l pu l l out t h e i r machinery and 

leaves a tremendous permanent scar, plus a tremdndous, dangerous ho le , with worthless 

proper ty , and no t axe s . I have told our loca l newspaper of t h i s dream, a l so the Palis

ades Park s u t h o r l t l e s , and many other people . Why doesn ' t our planner or the news

paper follow th i s suggestion down? As far as the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s for C 1, Re ta i l 

Oommeroial and L-S, looal Shopping, i s concerned, an area i s e i the r business or i t i s 

not bus iness . Why t r y to have a f i l l i n g s t a t i o n I f you oannot make auto repa i r s? 
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Why t r y to make a bui ld ing ordinance more complex and confusing than necessary. 

These two c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s can be el iminated, Now we come t o Summer Colony, S C. 

This township i s no longer an area for summer bungalows. Ex i s t ing areas now being use 

for summer bungalows should be permitted and protected and should fee allowed a r eason

able expansion, but no other property should be zoned for them, I own considerable 

property adjacent to and on Swartout Lake, which i s zoned for R-2 for 7? x 100 p lo t s* 

I have never sold p lo t s tha t small and I do not want my land zoned for such small p lot 

Adjoining t h i s R-2 d i s t r i c t which I pa r t l y own my other land i s zoned for 200 x 200 

p lo t s or lj.0,000 square f e e t . I would l i k e to know how the planners can expla in 

7,?00 foot p lo t s adjoining lj.0,000 foot p l o t s . This proposed R-2 d i s t r i c t should be c . 

completely revised placing the grea ter p a r t of the present area in R 1. However undekp 

t h i s plan, l i v i n g in t h i s d i s t r i c t you can obtain uses by spe c i a l permit for two or 

three family houses, t o u r i s t homes, and apartment houses. These uses by specia l per

mit should be eliminated and i t should be c l ea r l y a one family home d i s t r i c t * This 

d i s t r i c t should cover much more of the ex i s t i ng developed area. I suggest t h a t RA 1 

(x) be given further study and revised where i t is needed or where more land s$ioui13L 

be put in R 1 the r e s i d e n t i a l one family d i s t r i c t . Why was the Hackensack Reservoir 

placed in the lowest tax bear ing d i s t r i c t ? I t e i t h e r foould be 7oned as i t once was 

used or as i t i s going tola* This land was confiscated agains t the wishes of the 

owners a t p r i ces below the actual value of tie property to b e put t o use by a large Cor

porat ion for tie bene f i t of another S t a t e . I t i s going to be used as amoney making 

commercial pro jec t and should be zoned and therefore taxed as such* Under t h i s zoning 

amendment $nd with the new map no regard was shown for land use or land c h a r a c t e r . As 

examples: Route 9W West of Rockland Lake, also mountain a reas . As- I have s ta ted , the 

only loca t ions for general manufacturing are the two ex is t ing stone quarr ies loca ted 

in a mountainous area and the unuseable but vacant West Nyack swamp area located a 

great d is tance from aiy road* We have come here tonight mainly because we w i l l soon 

vote on another three or four mil l ion do l l a r bond issue to provide grade schools and 

possibly an addi t ion to he Junior-Senior High School. This money has to be spent to 

provide ppace for our inc reas ing number of school ch i ld ren . Our taxes are high and 

they w i l l be much higher . I for one am strongly lnfavor of providing whatever funds 

the School Board f ee l s necessary . However I arc jus t as stron&Jry in ffavor of permit

t i n g , i n v i t i n g , en t ic ing and even begging whatever business we can get t o locate i n 

Clarkstown. Every s t o r e , bus iness , bu i ld ing , road stand, f i l l i n g s t a t i o n , motel or 

t r a i l e r park ean and wi l l increase our assessed va lua t ion , which must be done to 

fur ther spread the cost of school const ruct ion and education. In t h i s connection, 

outdoor adver t i s ing pays taxes which we need and i t should be permitted in commercial 

and i n d u s t r i a l a reas . Advert ising is Just as important and necessary to business as 

water and sewerage for a home. Another s i t u a t i o n : in t h i s ordinance I would l i k e to 

bring t o your a t t en t ion be two columns #2 and #3 on the page l i s t e d : Table of General 

Use Regulations* A c e r t a i n d i s t r i c t should have o lear ly de f in i t ed uses and there 

should not be any addi t iona l uses by speo ia l permit . Why make i t possible l e g a l l y 

to plan a boarding or rooming house in a r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t ? Make t h i s c lear out* 

E i the r you can or you oan n o t . I de f i n i t e l y think i t i s un-American to force the owne 
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of property to come forth as beggars and pleajd before a group of men to be able t o 

use t h e i r property as they wish or as the zoning s t a t e s they might use i t . Right 

hy Spec ia l Permit w i l l only lead t o spot zoning and places t o o much pow^r i n the hands 

of a small group of men appointed to o f f i c e to gve one person r i g h t s over another 

person* Under t h i s ordinance the power to chage, t o amend and to in terpre t i s bein g 

d i r e c t l y and i n d i r e c t l y taken from the Town Board and placed i n the. Board of Appeals . 

The publ ic has no d irec t vo ice in he se lect ion of t h i s Board of Appeals and no contr o l 

over t h e i r a c t i o n s . Another th ing I would l i k e t o ask i s how the planners can g ive 

an answer t o the many times they have zoned one s ide of a s t r e e t or highway one zona 

and the other side a completely d i f f erent zone. Also the proposed s t r e e t c l a s s i f i 

cat ion should be examined. This zoning amendment conf i sca tes without not i ce and 

without payment the s t r i p of land twelve and one h a l f feet back from your own deed 

l i n e . I say that i f t h i s s i s l e g a l then the S t a t e , the County,, or the Town should 

purchase t h i s s t r i p of land, pay f o r i t , and aio take care of i t , I iLif inishing, 

and by the way I know that many of you do not agree with my i d e a s , I want to thank 

you for permitting me to unwind myself . We are fortunate in tha t the Town Board 

s t i l l has the power t o run he Township and w i l l fiollow the wishes of the majority for 

the b e n e f i t of the majority. P lease do not be swayed by the biased one-sided reports 

of the l o c a l newspaper. Also the day of d i s a s t e r win the coming chaos i s not upon 

u s . I f you are not w i l l i n g to demand that you r e t a i n certain ina l i enab le r i g h t s 

then you are c e r t a i n l y taking another s tep down the path o f tie s o c i a l i s t i c scheme of 

a planned l i f e with more and more r e s t r i c t i o n s of your personal l i b e r t y l eading to 

a l l the bene f i t s of a regimented l i f e . This country was born and grew strong w i t h 

out a planning board* However I am not agdnst zoning but I am strongly against too 

much zoning or f o o l i s h incorrec t z oning . I t w i l l do you no harm and sirely much bene

f i t to study more care fu l ly t h i s ordinance. However to go further i t w i l l be woi£bh 

while for you to request your attorney to t e l l you how your property i s a c t u a l l y 

zoned. Real ly I have sought l e g a l advice and have received many d i f ferent varied 

opinions on t h i s complex, confUsed and complicated dream. I am sure i t i s d e f i n i t e l y 

to your bene f i t to request your Town Board and the Town Attorney to study and correct 

th i s proposed amendment. F i n a l l y in conclusionr I am r e a l l y s incere contrary t o 

a l l newspaper reports . This amending ordinance i s d e f i n i t e l y not good zoning. I have 

tr ied to show you a few of the many errors , de feo t s aid shortcomings. No regard was 

shown for land use and land character . That means t h i s zoning was done #ora a map, 

but not from the land. Why was a complete disregard shown fbr the swamps, the moun -

t a i n , the v a l l e y s and r idges in Clarkstown, as w e l l as the e x i s t i n g uses of such 

property? No regard was shown for property l i n e s and -in hundreds of cases a parson r s 

property i s located i n s e v e r a l zones. Why t r y to turn back to r e s i d e n t i a l many bus

iness areas l oca ted on highways suoh as 9W and 303 p a r t i c u l a r l y when business a s s e s s 

ments are needed so badly now? Why was 9W zoned on one side commercial and on the 

other s ide as the best r e s i d e n t i a l area? Why did not t h i s p l a i n e r or t h i s advisory 

committee meet with the many organizat ions , the bus iness men and the property owner s 

to seek t h e i r advice and sugges t ions? Why - w i t h i n a few days - a f t er a year and 

a ha l f of seoreoy, wai t ing and suspenoe - was the Amending Ordinance given t o the 

I 

I 

I 
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Town Board - and then the local newspaper, wi th i t s editor sitting as one of the 

Advisory Committee, making politics of this issue, and pressuring this meeting -

at the shortest possible legal notice? Many questions have gone unanswered. Many 

•

things have been done in complete disregard of the people's wishes. Thank you for 

your attention* 

Mr, Dean Be. Seifried, o$* the Bo= rd of Education of Clarkstown Central School 

District No. 1 - I wish to urge the adoption of ne zoning amendment as constituted • 

There is no utopiai plan for Clarkstown. Taxpayers of Clsrkstowi in 19W numbered 

H 1,200 and have increased to 2,300 today. There will be many more in the immediate 
™ future, I consider we will assure a safe<ruard to orderly growth by the adoption of 

this ordinance. I agree with Mr. Lamborn we have a very seriousproblem. Our tax load 

9 i j a difficulty which may be partially net by the encouragement of more industrial 

growth. In our study we have seen that new housing seems to outstrip the tax con

tributions coming from industry. Each child costs the people more to educate. For 

QQ every hundred houses added to our distr ict with an estimated l.lj. child per house we 
CO 

"^ will require approximately five more classrooms each eosting a minimum of $2$,000 
< 
I per classroom whether in new schools or in additions to existing schools. The more 
< 

we wait thehigher the bond interest loads go up. This ordinance will best insure 

the needs of the people of Clarkstown Thank you* 

Mr. Prank Lovett, Germonds Road, West Nyack - Remarks, after presenting a 

paper for filing: The proposal of the ordinance indicates an intention to plan for 

opderly growth and deserves a vote of thanks. Further study of he needs and desires 

of minority groups rather than pressure tactics to rush the matter through will insure 

wisdom and justice. I urge that -a* proposed ordinance be immediately adopted entire. 

Mr. Stephen Rosbhak - I have owned a tract of land since 1929 and in 1938 

i t was approved one third for residence and two thirds for business, I would like 

to know why both 9W and 303 should be zoned a l l for business. Let those who desire 

for residential purposes look further inland. They are not desirable as residences 

because there is no future for residence property there. There is nothing there bu t 

mosqtiiito infested swamps. There is no bus service. No gas lines are available. We 

need business on the main highways• 

Mr. Alan Anderson, South l^ountain Road - Representing the North Clarkstown 

Civic Association. Since the rule is apparently in the case of Mr. Lamborn, £00 

acres, 5>00 minutes, I will take only five minutes. We believe, and the Association 

wantsme to speak to this meeting as follows* The Information Meeting held list winter 

gave everyone ample opportunity to look at the map and get acquainted with i t . Mr, 

Lamborn was acq* ainted with i t . 
Chairman - No personalities please. 
Mr. Anderson - Sorry, I should not have mentioned names• 

Chairman - Give the Board the reasons for your position* 

Mr, Anderson - Previous speakers took more than five minutes. I have nothing 

to criticize in them as individuals. This law is naeded soon. This law was needed 

last year. No time should be lost in having the Tom Board act on this favorably. 

I t is time that i t went into effect before i ts purpose shall have been totally 

I 

I 

I 
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el iminated. You should act immediately in pu t t ing the ordinance into operation* 

Then i t w i l l be possible to correc t the smaller i nequ i t i e s af terwards. Thank you. 

Mr. Peterson, Buena P i s t a Road - I am one of the individuals who are d i s 

criminated agains t by the group wn ich has jus t spoken. Permit me to po in t out on the 

map the new high road. Buena Vista road runs along i t for two and one t e n t h miles . 

Over three quar ters of Buena Vista Road i s zoned asone a c r e . They have me in the two 

acre zone. This wide area i s t e r r i f i c . I t i s a r i d g e . You could not bui ld a hous e 

t h e r e . Up on Conklin road i s a one acre a rea . That i s the entrance to the Pal isades 

Highway. Old P h i l l i p s H i l l Road runs in to i t . My neighbor bought f ive acres he re . 

I own the adjoining twenty-five ac res . For four years t h i s man has been t ry ing to 

s e l l t h a t proper ty . Two weeks ago a rea l e s t a t e agent told him i t could not be done 

because i t was zoned for one ac re . I would l i ke to know why the owner of four acres 

in a two acre zone should be kept from giving one acre t o each of h i s own children 

so they could put up t h e i r own homesnear him. Down on Saw Mill Road another friend 

of mine s t a r t e d a poultry business seven years ago with a twenty year mortgage. 

Now you propose to stop him within three years and make him get out of bus iness . 

He can no t expand. Never have I seen a community with a two acre zoning for r e s i 

dence purposes. I propowe one acre zoning a l l the way from New Hemptead Road down 

to Buena Vista Road and on Saw Mill Road. Purchasers of the property buy t he i r l o j s 

and then find out about the zoning a f t e r the p rope r ty is purchased. I th ink there 

was a lo t of col lusion in the draf t ing of t h i s amendment. 

Chairman - Please confine your remarks to proving your po in t . Kindly do 

not make a l lega t ions . . 

Mr. Peterson - I take the work col lus ion back i f that w i l l mean my buddy 

down the road can have his chicken farm i f he wants t o . That i s zoning made easy. 

When be agent comes to s e l l the property he can j u s t not look a t the northewest 

corner . Are we to have such a snob ordinance? 

Mr. I rving Simons, West Clarks town Road - I own a summer colony. In 191̂ -8 

I got permission from the planning board and put in a f i f t y foot road. Nowmder t h i s 

amendment I find that my port ion of the land has been eliminated from the summer 

colony bus iness . 

Chairman - You have a l e t t e r on f i l e , I be l i eve . 

Mr. Simons - Nowpeople say they need an ac re . How are you going to get 

enough in taxes with only $200 on each home unless you r a i s e the taxes every year for 

the next five years . You are not going to keep people out of Rockland County any more 

Mr. Louis E. Schwarz - I have a home on 303 between Valley Cottage and 

Congers. Three neighbors and I cons t i tu te a corporat ion which owns 1,000 feet from 

Gi l ch r i s t Road to Massachuestts Avenue. I am h e a r t i l y in accord wib having zoning 

r egu la t ions . We do not have proper zoning r e g u l a t i o n s . I t must be done before i t 

i s too l a t e . However the pendulus i s swinging from one extreme to the o the r . The 

ordinanoe should have been b e t t e r sui ted to the s i t u a t i o n . I am in agreement in 

p r inc ip le but I do not agree with the so ope of the proposed ordinance. In our case 

a port ion Is assigned for a summer oolony, a por t ion i s M 2 and part i s R 1 and an

other is R 1 A, Our four houses are on 303» Aoross the s t r e e t i s i s M 2 . I was 
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surprised to find that even i f we wanted to build residences across the s t r e e t oppos

i t e our homes the only th ing t ha t can come in i s l ight manufacturing. I f i t were 

possible I would l i k e to see the ordinance made simpler. I t i s no good to jump from 

a simple corrmunity into a complex one. I am in favor of more careful planning. I f 

the object i s to have a nice community the r e s iden t i a l requirement should be se t a t 

f i f t een thousand, or fo r ty thousand, in an en t i r e area. I f the object is to keep 

people away from t h i s community I say tha t i s wrong. To put the future of the commun

i t y in a s t r a i t jacket is wrong. What we should have i s a reso lu t ion t h a t i s simple, 

t ha t meets our needs, t h a t i s not o^e r - t echn ica l . Families with children must br ing 

business to the community. I t i s not f a i r for a person to build on a large p lo t and 

and then have the zoning changed on him. 

Mr. Wilson P. Poss I I I , Pres ident , New York Trap Rock Company - I am the 

pres ident , and I represen t tha t Corporation. The northern part of the Township has 

not been co r rec t ly represented by a previous speaker. I would l i k e to enter a cor

r e c t i o n . Our assessment i s not $lj.O,000. I t i s more than ten mi l l ion . That $38,000 

i s taxes , not assessment. I present here a l e t t e r of protes t in objection to the 

comprehensive ordinance. I have one comment to add as to the r i v e r face. Many years 

ago the r i v e r face was offered to the Public Parks Commission. That offer was for 

mally renewed on 2I4. February to the Public Parks Commission. 

Mr. Otto B. Jacobson, West Nyack, N. Y., ( f i l ed a B r i e f ) , 

Chairman - I would suggest tha t you come up to the platform and speak through 

the microphone, 

Mr. Jacobson - Your coinmittee has done a swell job. I t i s a revolut ionary 

change t h a t you are recommending andl counsel caut ion. 

Mr. Anthony C. Ippo l i t o , Valley Cottage - I have 1,000 feet frontage at the 

corner of 303 and Lake Road in Valley Cottage. In the space of 1,000 feet the land 

has been c l a s s i f i ed four d i f ferent ways. My family has been there for about twelve 

years . The bungalows have been there eighteen or nineteen years . They cannot even 

be seen from the highway. According to tte zoning ordinance as i t i s proposed now 

a f te r three years t they do not f i t in to the zone. Under a r t i c l e 7*33 (c) vacat ing any 

non-conforming non-building use for a continuous period of six months, the normalh. 

circumstances of seasonal rent ing w i l l automatically put us out of business. That 

i s discr iminatory inasmuch as i t is se lec t ing us out of business . I t i nv i t e s a law-

wult and nobody wants l awsu i t s . I t i s a known fact that a variance was granted to 

permit a Dog Kennel. That i s a very complex in t e rp re t a t i on . You have to be an ex

per t in zoning laws before you can understand tais one. That i s a very busy corner . 

There are two gas s t a t i o n s and a church. Instead of a commercial corner they make i t 

in to R 2. night manufacturing has boon zoned away from the busy corner. That sec t ion 

should "to c l a r i f i e d . Thank you, 

Mr. Henry MoArdlo, Business Repusentatove of the Operating Engineers a t 

the IJewnYork Trap Rock Company - We havo in the neighborhood of two hundred membra 

now fealmtftflly employed in the New York Trap Rook Company. I am sure i t i s not the 

In ten t of the Board to deprive anybody of employment or to out off $38,000 in taxes 
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from the township. On the map th i s i s the only loca t ion showi as primarly i n d u s t r i a l . 

The Board i s doing t h i s unthinkingly. I t i s a commonplace tha t you w i l l die without 

your source of supply. We want to continue to have business in Clarkstown. The Trap-

rock Company has been in operation since 1927. There has never been any in tent t o de

face the township. This i s an overal l area which has increased from 13,000 in 1914-0 

to 36,000 in 1955• We are not out to el iminate planning. We are for planning. To 

require 3*000 acres for only 3*000 new homes i s not cons i s t en t . I would l ike to bring 

to your a t t e n t i o n the example of Maybrook in °range County. I t i s a r a i l r o a d center 

in which $0% of the taxes come from indus t ry , yet the New York, New Haven & Hartford 

Railroad has a l loca ted %b0 mi l l ion to make i t a permanent i n s t a l l a t i o n . All we are 

asking tie Board to do i s to recognize the fact tha t we were here before the Com

mission. I beseech the Town Board here to use d i sc re t ion* To ra i l road something 

through i s a l l r i g h t i f i t i s for he good of a l l . I t i s a f a c t that we were he re . 

We are he re . We have no in ten t ion of going elsewhere. Let us continue to work and 

to employ our two hundred members. I wish to f i l e a l e t t e r from the Associat ion of 

Barge Captans to show that unemployment beginning in Clarkstown wi l l affect the 

l ive l ihood of barge employees t ranspor t ing our products on the r i v e r and t h i s w i l l 

increase the general cost of t r anspor t a t ion of sufa. m a t e r i a l s . Use d i s c r e t i o n and go 

along as in the p a s t . In 1939 Traprock was brought in to Court. What was demonstrated 

as r i g h t in tha t p a r t i c u l a r instance must continue to be a bas is for judgment. I f 

you propose tomake us get out of business why i s there no compensation granted? 

E i the r Traprock c a r r i e s on with i t s business or the property comes under the law of 

eminent domain and must be purchased by the Township a t the valuat ion giv.en i t by 

computation from the yield on the investment. In the eyes of c e r t a in people i t may 

not look very a t t r a c t i v e t o face such a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I represent not the Corpor -

a t ion but the men who earn t h e i r l ivel ihood with i t . We do not want to be crushed 

in t h i s th ing . In 1939 the matter was taken to cour t . Traprodk had the r igh t t o 

mine itssproduct or the town had the r ight to take i t over under the law of eminent 

domain. That end of the county i s not det r imental t o housing development. We are 

asking to s t ay in bus iness . 

ivJrs, Arthur J . Ash, West Nyack, N. Y. - The problems facing education t o 

day are g r e a t l y complicated through the mushroom growth of unzoned communities. 

One family small r e s i d e n t i a l homes with no other tax revenue present problems which 

can be r ea l i zed in looking over the experience of other communities. This zoning 

ordLnance was compiled by men who are f a l l i b l e . No doubt there are i n e u i t i e a as we 

have heard t h i s evening* In proviiion for orderly growth there must be pro tec t ion 

for p o t e n t i a l indus t ry . In addi t ion pro tec t ion must be provided for the future 

home owners to the mutual benefi t of both res iden ts and i n d u s t r i e s . I f t he re are 

i nequ i t i e s in the ordinance l e t us co r rec t them but l e t us favor i t s immediate adop

t ion to assure the g r ea t e s t good of the grea tes t number* 

Mr. Robert Braniok, Rockland Cointy Home Builders Associat ion - -Part of 

the problem facing us has? been discussed in the newspapers. We fee l tha t the job 

done here in Clarkstown is probably the best of a l l and we commend you on t h a t score . 

In he matter of Ar t io le 5.21 Small Lots for Single Family Detached Residents , the 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 



I 

I 

I 

6/28/55 

f i na l approval of subdivision improvements now pending i s of only a very routine and 

nominal nature.. The Town Planning Board has given i t s prel iminary approval. The 

New York Sta te Department of Health has concurred. The legal procedures, the engin

eering work and the l e t t i n g of contractshave been under way in view of th i s prel im

inary, approval. Mil l ions of do l l a r s are involved. The Dartmouth College case e s t ab 

l i s h e s the p r inc ip le tha t no l o c a l government may enact an ordinance impairing the 

obl igat ions of a c o n t r a c t . The f ac t of preliminary approval may embroil the township 

in unnecessary, uncalled for and undesired l i t i g a t i o n . Consideration must be given 

to people who have followed out the mandate of the ex i s t ing ordinance. Many of these 

subdivisions have been under construct ion sire e l a s t September. They a l l had some 

form of approval before tha t t ime. As to the Civic Associat ions p a r t i c i p a t i n g in 

t h i s discussioh, although many of us belong to them and work with them they genera l ly 

re-present only a small group. While we concur in the plea put forward by the New 

York Trap Rock Company's one hundred f i f t y f ami l i e s , i t i s the homebuilding indust ry 

which is the bulwark of today1s economy* There are four thousand people earning 

t h e i r l i v i n g in the home building indus t ry in Clarkstown a lone . How many members of 

the Civic Associations make t h e i r l i v ing in the Town of Clarkstown? The t a lk revolves 

around taxes and schools pr imar i ly . They speak of inv i t ing indus t ry to the township. 

Industry comes inhere the labor force already e x i s t s . Libby Owens Ford becked out of 

.the Haverstr8w a rea . They refused to venture in to Rockland County because labor for 

industry requires average housing. The maximum cost type of housing which you have 

to have on a one acre or b e t t e r c l a s s i f i c a t i o n w i l l keep out the fami l ies with the 

chi ldren although they want t o l i ve out in the country and earn t h e i r l i v ing t h e r e . 

I.t is un-American to deprive by zoning sole ly for tax purr^oses the ordinary working 

groups from the p r iv i l eges we enjoy h e r e . Please use caut ion . There i s a great deal 

a t stake in the income sand l ivel ihood of our c i t i z e n s , 

John Masters, Centenary, N. Y. - I wish to speak for four or five minutes 

b r i e f l y . The bas ic s t ruggle between the ways snd means of con t ro l l ing the growth o f 

the county i s going to work some i n j u s t i c e . Nevertheless we are for t h i s zoning law. 

I urge that we ask the Town Board to pass i t at once. Objections on grounds tha t 

s t r i k e the hear t r a t h e r than the i n t e l l e c t should be weighed in the l i gh t of common 

sense. The hear t sometimes argues un fa i r l y . If we concede that a parent has the 

r i g h t to give a child one acre , the rigjht would be extended to a quar ter acre , to a 

s ix teenth ac r e . This i s the poin t . Objections ca l l ing the ordinance snob zoning 

miss the point . This area must be developed for the good of the township. Those who 

are s i tua ted in the immediate area want two acre zoning t h e r e . As t o changing the 

type of zoning a road, Buena Vista Road makes a per fec t boundary for zoning. The 

point raised about preliminary approval in September 1951*. can be met with the fac t 

tha t the f i r s t suggestion toward amending the zoning ordinance was proposed eighteen 

months ago. The f i r s t draf t was handed to the Town Board l a s t Ju ly . The l a s t speaker 

a ska HB t o ftave masses of tonduatry over t&e wftole county/ Yoto say t h a t people want 

to come to Rockland County to get away from the Bronx. Why do you come out here and 

t ry to make th i s county look l ike the Bronx? We are not t ry ing to keep people away • 
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We are trying to keep Clarkstown as attractive as it has always been for the people 

who want to come here. It is true that industry is of great importance.. The ordin

ance apportions industrial areas, medium income housing, two acre housing. Thowe who 

have expressed their preference for two acre housing are willing to meet its conse

quences. They know that most of that land could presumably be used for industry* 

The opponents of zoning have shown dissatisfaction but in each case there is something 

which can be resolved. If this law is not passed very quickly they will be among us 

those who will suffer. Do we believe in some kind of guidance for this township or 

do we ^rant to turn it into the Bronx, or something worse, like Westchester? All of 

us should ask the Town Board not to think of the individual interests of anybody but 

to vote for the best interest of Clarkstown and Rockland County, 

Dr. Tyler, from California - We have owned property in Clarkstown for 

over eighteen years. We have fifty acres on Town Line Road and Rose Road in Nanuet. 

I have come three thousand miles to be present at this meeting and I shall be Brief 

for I intend to leave as soon as I can present -my case. We are adjacent to the 

summer colony and to he rear is Lake Nanuet. I have been to the expense of frecpent 

long distance calls on the telephone. We have found that our property is intended 

for one acre plots. We have a large home there and although we have not lived on 

it ecently it is still our hope to return from California, There are one acre plots 

all around our property. The land across from us would be in a similar classification. 

The sumner colony will remain there. My complaint is that all the people in our 

neighborhood are RA 1. Having a temporary area with subsequent approval is not a 

good thing because it leaves the decision in the hands of a few men. It should be 

stated in black and white in advance. Discrimination is a loose term to throw around. 

We are apt to get involved in lawsuits and I am allergic to lawsuits* Corrections 

should be made beforehand sowe d.o not all get involved. As to the plea that too 

many people are coming to Rockland County, let me point out that eight hundred acres 

are opening up in Orangetown; Staten Island will be opened up with the construction 

of, the new bridge. We maintain the ©reage around our home and we intend to keep it 

up. As to the school problem, Los Angeles has mushroomed to a greater extent than 

Clarkstown and they have ^ive or six houses on one acre there. I have four children 

all going to school out there and I am happy with what they are learning and with the 

facilities provided. In the matter of schools and education it is keeping up with 

what people need. If two or three houses on one acre makes us into the Bronx I'll 

eat my hat. If we do not look out for the interests of the individual we are not 

taking care of the interests of the community* 

Mr. George Epstein, Congers, N. Y. - The disputes here for and against 

are very interesting. Vote what is going to be for the betterment of the majority, 

but be cautious. These things can happen to you that happened to me. My business 

has been closed for over ten years because the decision on my property was in the hands 

of an appointed official. The final decision in this ordinanoe lsin the hands of 

appointed not elected officers so we can not hope for some redress* An appointed per

son has an incalculable power. Let ushave authority in the hands of a man who is going 
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to be e l e c t e d - and not for l i f e - so we w i l l have some r e d r e s s , l i ten years I have 

had no h e l p . See that the Board ismade up of e l e c t e d people* 

Mr. Murray Steru , Congers, N. Y. - I own property by Lake Saint Rita on 

Route 303 • I am in favor of zoning but the east s ide of Route 303 has been newly 

zoned as r e s i d e n t i a l property. The present nature of the property i s pre t ty c l e a r , 

on the corner we have a commercial zone. In the middle of a l l t h i s we have a sewer

age plot which cuts the property in hal f ; then there i s a l i v e r y which rents boats 

to the pub l i c . Under t h i s new category in three years time we have got to c l o s e t h e 

Lake to the publ ic . I f the Board does not reconsider we s h a l l c e r t q i n l y be forced 

to do so . This area i s su i ted to l i g h t manufacturing and we ask them to recons ider 

and put t h i s pi?©i>erty back i n t o b u s i n e s s . 

Mr. Charles Frankel , Phi l ips H i l l Road - I speak for two reasons . F i r s t 

fpr myself and a l s o on behalf of the group mentioned by a previous speaker. V/e s igned 

the p e t i t i o n referred to on behal f of Phi l ips H i l l Road and a l s o of the adjoining 

area although the majority of the s igners were inhabitants of Ph i l ip s H i l l Road and 

Old P h i l i p s H i l l Road. A quest ion of simple c r e d i b i l i t y and truth i s therefore r a i s e d . 

The i s s u e of s tarry eyed idea l i sm was a l s o r a i s e d . I s i t s tarry eyed idea l i sm t o 

look f i r s t at the geography of the area? Discr iminat ion has not been pract i sed by 

human b e i n g s . Nature determines the kind of area t o which we r e f e r . Nobody has 

imagined the geography. There i t i s . At the information meeting four or f i v e months 

ago i t was denied that the ridge had anything t o do wi th the c a s e . They are putt ing 

r idges up and taking them down l i k e they were Mr. Vishinsky in Russ ia . Vhat a majori ty 

of the r e s i d e n t s of the Road want i s apparently to be disregarded because a minority 

can t a l k louder and longer. The p e t i t i o n was open to any of the r e s i d e n t s with no 

discriminatory except ions . The only requirement for ifening or opposing the p e t i t i o n 

was tha t you had t o be a r e s i d e n t . Vie bring money here; we spend money here . We 

are here ourse lves , wi th our homes, our ch i ldren and the days of our l i v e s . I s that 

a s e l f i s h object to des ire a vote for? 

Mr. Bernard Voikman, Nanuet, N, Y. - I have property on Route 59 and North 

Middletown Road, the eas t s ide approximately 600 f e e t in depth and 180 to 225 f e e t 

wide. There i s a mistake on the map to be c leared up before the passage of the or 

dinance rather than afterwards. I f used as r e s i d e n t i a l l o t s the homes would have to 

use Middletown Road whftich i s congested with t r a f f i c . Inasmuch as the property on the 

other s ide i s owned by Saint Anthony's Church i t w i l l never come into t h e . p i c t u r e as 

a home bui lding area owing to the extreme t r a f f i c My property would make an i d e a l 

commercial s/tte. ( A l e t t e r was submitted to the Board). 

Br. Maxwell S, Hefter, North Middletown Road, Nanuet - I aro a phys i c ian , 

not a bu i lder , not a developer. I have I4.8 acres on North Middletown Road and Smith 

Road in Nanuet. 60$ i s in R. 1 c l a s s i f i c a t i o n for 15,000 square f o o t p l o t s , one 

family r e s i d e n c e s . With t h i s I have no qi a r r e l . I accept I t . However, the \\£ff> 

which i s c l a s s i f i e d as RA-1 for 1|0,000 square foot p lo t s for homes may at some 

future time not s p e o i f l e d be ohanged to the R 1 d i s t r i c t . I simply request the Town 

Board not to s p l i t up thla area but to zone i t a l l as R 1. D i r e c t l y across from us 

on North Middletown Road Rqnstraan Homes are on one third acre each and immediately 
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to the south are Birchwood Homes each on one t h i r d acre and occupying a I4.6 acre t r a c t 

zonednas R 1. North of me i s a group of small homes on very small l o t s each l e s s 

than one t h i rd ac re . I ask the board therefore not to s p l i t my property, so as to 

keep i t in conformity with the general condiions which surround us on a l l s i d e s , (A 

l e t t e r was also submit ted) . 

Mr. James Chr i s t i e , Chr is t ie Airport , Haverstraw Road - I represent the 

owner of Chr i s t i e Airport who i s overseas in the armed forces . This property has 

been changed to a very small loca l s tore area. On the bas i s of the non-conforming 

use sect ion the Airport w i l l be forced to go out of bus iness . I submit that not 

only should be be encouraged to continue as an AJrport^i but we should be Sole to bui ld 

and expand, and people who propose t o move into the neighborhood should know tha t 

t h i s i s the c a s e . ' I t is a recognized fact tha t we have been the pioneers for the 

encouragement of av ia t ion in Rockland County. During World War I I we maintained 

an essen t i a l function f6r the Air Force and our permanence and contr ibut ions to 

public safety should be assured. This appeal is again made to the Board not to close 

down Chr i s t i e Airpor t . Thank you* 

Mr. Reuben Sternglaas - I am a business operator and property owner in 

Rockland Lake bordering on 9W. I was quoted in the 18 June issue of the Joui^nal News* 

A v i t a l f e s t u r e of t h i s ordinance which has not been explained to the general public 

i s the r ea l gimmick in 1he ordinance and i t i s not the s ize of the plot but the Bulk 

Tables of Floor Areas set up. This gives the p: rmissible f loor area for your home 

or business under, t h i s s e t up. Haverstraw los t Libby Owens Ford because of a s imi lar 

th rea t and Stony Point in order t> obtain the loca t ion of the US Gypsum plant wisely 

decided to postpone the adoption of t he i r ordinance. What Clarkstown needs i s a 

l i t t l e more industry and I would remind you tha t i t requi res a three to two majority 

of the board members to pass t h i s ordinance. Money has been spent in adver t i s ing . 

People of the town can p e t i t i o n the Board on the r ep resen ta t ion of a 20$ acreage of 

the en t i r e town. I f the owners of !j.,5>e6 acres made such a p e t i t i o n a four t o one 

vote would be required under the law. People opposed to i t should have had su f f i c i en t 

opportunity t o explain t h e i r suggest ions. I own business property on the east and 

west sides of 9W. They have zoned one s ide in one th i rd acre p lo t s for res idences . 

When I asked the reason why they did t h i s I was toldr "9W wi l l beome a forgotten 

highway; i t w i l l become a back country road. Do not invest in 9W." I am iquoting 

the exact words of Mr. Richard May, head of the Rockland Plaining Board. Furthermore 

signboards which I own and which are essen t i a l to the well being of my business w i l l 

become non-conforming uses a f t e r three yea r s . I counsel the Board to cautiously con

sider t h e i r pos i t i on . This i s a h ighly cont rovers ia l quest ion. Give the people time 

to consider, now t h a t they have fu l ly read the ordinance. Give them time to make 

t h e i r p o s i t i o n c lea r before you vote yes or no. The bulk tab le regula t ion i s the 

r ea l r e s t r i c t i o n in t h i s ordinance. Please look in to i t and please consider r e v i s 

ion* 
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Mr, Joe Hescheies, Ridge Road, New City - I l i ve a mile awy from the quarry. 

The pres ident of the New York Trap Rock Company said t h a t i n j u s t i c e had been done to 

h i s business . How about the in jus t i ce done to the community? Unless the heat i s on 

the Trap Rock Company keeps increas ing the s ize of the de tonat ions , A new i n s t a l l a 

t i on was put in l a s t year and the dust is . increasing considerably th i s year so tha t 

i t i s a menace t o h e a l t h . I work in indistry. I approve of i ndus t ry . But industry 

must be cognizant of the individual r e s iden t in the community. The New York Trap Rock 

Company has attempted to influence the membersof the whole community without consid

ering the members of the community who a r e influenced by the operat ing policy of t h e i r 

p l a n t . This i s one point t ha t must be brought to the general a t t e n t i o n . 

Mr, Anthony Carleo - The piece of property in question with me is the 

swamp land which we have made into the Auction City Market. My par tners own and oper

ate Auction City Market, We de f in i t e ly need sensible zoning* In th ree years we are 

going to be forced out of business . I be l ieve i t can not be the in ten t ion of the 

Board to pass any such law. I t would be u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l . For the benef i t of the 

others who a l so f a l l into tha t category I request the Board to look in to t h i s aspect 

of the matter very ca re fu l ly . 

j^r. Albert J . EfLlish - I have a l e t t e r on f i l e , I have wr i t t en to the 

Board to have the f i f teen acres for a shopping center zoned for commercial and not 

r e s i d e n t i a l purposes, ' At thisRtime I wish to s t a t e that Mountain Vieitf Avenue has 

been zoned in Central Nyack for one acre p l o t s . This should be changed to 15,000 

square fee t . Nothing can be b u i l t next the cemetery kno l l to the east on the twenty-

#ive acres which have the thruway to the south. I ask the Board to consider again 

the re zoning of tha t parcel into S. C. 

Mr. .Adolph Mil ich, Davies Farm Lake - In three years^you w i l l t ea r down 

what I have b u i l t up in twenty yea r s . I must also point out tha t there is a boarding 

house on the e a s t side of the new Parkway and yet that has been c l a s s i f i ed for one 

acre p l o t s . That i s no t a proper c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . We also have property on West 

Clarkstown Road on which we have spent considerable money. All tha t money wa3 spent 

and the engineering serv ices put in to i t would be l o s t not only to us but to the town* 

I think i t is very important that a l l those things be considered in that, zoning ordin

ance. 

Mr. John Gable, Buena Vista Road - I have a poul t ry farm which they now 

t e l l me i s a non-conforming use so that a f t e r three years I must close my bus iness . 

Now we are also zoned in tha t two acre c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . That would not do us any good 

e i t h e r . We should have that looked in to* 

Mr. Bert Larabom, Congers - I wish to present a formal object ion. This 

i s .an irrevocable s t e p . My objection was brought fo r th a t the Congers meeting l a s t 

f a l l . No considerat ion was taken of i t . My house i s one of the h i s t o r i c a l p l aces , 

of the township on 303 north of Sherwood Road. I t is 92 years old, I have the matter 

now before the Board. I t i s no t f a i r to me as owner and developer of the property 

to stand the increased valuat ion to s a t i s f y the school d i s t r i c t . I consider th ree 

acre building p l o t s undemocratic. Furthermore the board of appeals i s not e lected 

and are not rrfponsive t o the people whom they are supposed to r ep resen t . Manufactur-



6/28/5? 

ing is corning in right next to my residence. This I call an arbitrary step in the 

zoning plan. I advise the committee members, especially the two from Congers, to 

give what protection isnecessary. We want to feel that we do not have th fear the 

Board of Appeals changing the classification arbitrarily in our absence. My written 

objection will be forwarded to the Town Board. Will the Town Board entertain petitions 

in reference to my piece of property? 

Chairman - Any citizen can put his objections in writing before the Town 

Board* 

Mr, Sem Fisher, Nanuet, N. Y. - There has been come criticism to the effect 

that Board of-Appeal members should be elected by the people. On the contrary these 

men must be above prejudice. They occupy a position like a Supreme Court Justice* 

An appeals board ought to be an appointed board and function as such. I have a 

problem. I am sure it is not the intent of the planning board to zone people out 

of business. I know it is not legal. There are years of business for the lawyers 

in this provision. Three years end you are out of business. Most of us have been 

granted these permissions and the board can not reverse itself overnight by a vote* 

This meeting is simply another meeting for refinement and .clarification. Many people 

are worried about your interpretation of the three years provision. We would like 

to have an assurance of the intent of the board on this question* 

Mr, Hetmuth Bernhardt, Route 30I4. - I have a small piece of property that 

was not consumed by the Water Company. It is zoned for two acre plots and not for 

business. What will the tax rate be for this under-water property? 

Chairman - The tax rate can not be determined until this fall* 

Mr. Bernhardt - The Advisory Committee have presented this proposed zon

ing ordinance. The only reason I am here is to make sure that the Hackensack Reser

voir Company pay the same rate per square foot that I am going to pay, 

Mr. Albert Miller, Milich Lane - I have one question. For some reason 

the corner of Milich Land and Little Tor Road has been made a commercial zone. Both 

my neighbors and myself knew that Mr. Iagatello and the Davie s Lake Tavern were 

operating there but we did not expect to find! our houses located in a regular bus

iness district. 

Chairman - The proposal is that there is to be a local shopping center,* 

Mr. Milier - We do not want that. There is going to be more traffic* 

There is no need for stores in this area. We are near enough to New City, I would 

like on behalf of my neighbors and myself to request that he Board reconsider this 

if possible* 

Th© Chairman at this point remarked that those who did not wish to re

main might leave papers with specific information with representatives of ton© Board* 

Mr. McKillop, Congers Road, New City - Th© Now City Convalescent Home-

stood objects to th© non-conforming use section as now proposed, I do not pay as 

much taxes as th© New York Trap Rook Company but I pay plenty in proportion to my 

revenu© and I would Ilk© to stay in business Just like any oth©r oitiz©n* 

Mr. Albert Epstein, Rout© 9W, Congers - I fought for freedom, not for 

dictatorship. How do you expect th© average working man to buy a two acre lot to 
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b u i l d on wi th an average pay check of $7£ & week? I came out of t he army i n 19Jj-5» 

When your count ry t u r n s around and p u t s in d i c t a t o r s how i s a man going to earn a 

l i v i n g . You people are t r y i n g to make i t t h a t a f t e r t h r e e y e a r s i f a man has a b u s 

i n e s s he i s e n t i t l e d to keep t ha t b u s i n e s s going* I can not got any lawyer fo r l e s s 

than $25 and a f t e r t h a t i t cos t s $50 more to ge t r e s i d e n t i a l zoning changed i n t o b u s 

i n e s s . I f you l i v e on 9W one s ide of 9W, the west s ide , i s b u s i n e s s and the o t h e r i s 

r e s i d e n t i a l . VJho i s going t o bu i ld in t h a t swamp land? I f we a r e zoned for b u s i n e s s 

on one s i d e of 9W l e t us be put i n the r i g h t kind of p l a c e s fo r b u s i n e s s . 

Mr. Gerard De Bruno - I own p r o p e r t y on 9W. I w i l l have t o go out i n t h r e e 

yea r s under non-conforming u s e . This should be changed to commercial p r o p e r t y . 

Mrs. Paul ine F e i l e r , New Hempstead Road - We have bought a p a r c e l of l a n d . 

I t i s on your map. 

Chairman - Why Don f t you wr i t e us a l e t t e r , Mrs. F e i l e r ? 

Mrs. P e i l e r - I. would l i k e t o know why on New Hempstead road we can n o t en 

gage i n b u s i n e s s . My husiand and I o p e r a t e a food import b u s i n e s s and would l i k e t o 

main ta in an o f f i c e i n our r e s idence as w e l l as in the c i t y » 

bhairm&ri.'".- You"l-cariido"rso provided :any s ign you d i s p l a y ; i s h o t o l a r g © r r t h a n " : 

two fl-quare f e e t . 

Mr. George Wohl, Highway avenue, Congers - Same o b j e c t i o n to non-conforming 

use c o n f i s c a t i o n . 

Miss Edna C o l l i n s , Snake H i l l Road, West Nyack - May I have the p r o p e r t y 

which was l e f t t o me a f t e r the VJater Compan^s grab re -zoned for r e s i d e n t i a l purposes? 

No o t h e r s des i red to make p u b l i c remarks and the meet ing was i n f o r m a l l y 

adjourned a t llrlj.5> P»m» 

Town fiTlerk of Clarks town 


