
SPECIAL TOWN" BOARD MEETING 

August 26th, 1943 

Town Clerk's Office I|.tOO P.M. 

Presents Mr. Schmersahl 

Dr. Gilchrest 

Dr. Goebel 

Mr. Dickenman 

Mr. Blauvelt 

Mr. Blauvelt opened the meeting and told the Board that he had 

called a special meeting to consider the action of the New York Trap Rock 

Company against the Town of Clarkstown. He informed the Board that many 

people believe the Board should employ counsel to assist in the defense 

of this action. 

Mr. Blauvelt then read correspondence he has received from Walter 

Kavanaugh relative to employing additional counsel, and also regarding 

petitions which have been submitted to the Town Board relative to the defense 

of the action brought by the Trap Rock Company. 

Mr. Blauvelt then read the petition which has been signed by 

residents of Clarkstown, urging the Town Board to employ additional expert 

counsel to defend the Zoning Ordinance in the action now pending. 

Mr. Blauvelt told the Board that Mr. Lester D. Stickles has been 

recommended by Judge Young as an expert for this work. At this point 

Mr. Blauvelt read some of the cases Mr. Stickles has handled and successfully 

defended. Mr. Blauvelt said he understood that approximately $2500. has been 

raised by outside subscription to cover the cost of Mr. Stickles1 servioes, 

and that the only cost to the town would be a retainer's fee. He said he 

believed this would be about $100.00. 

Mr. Diokenman told the Board he felt that if It is necessary to 

employ additional counsel and provided our Town Attorney advises it, the 

Board employ a Rookland County attorney. He said he felt the Board should 

not go outside of the County when we have a very able and brlllant man in 

the County. He said he would like to move the appointment of Thomas Gagan 

as additional counsel in the Trap Rook aotion, as he considered him one 

of the beat attorneys in the County• 

Mr. Wexler, Town Attorney, then said that in his opinion Mr* 

Gagan was a very able lawyer, probably one of the best in the State. He 



said that he personally had worked with him on one case, and he was 

a wonderful help. He told the Board that any man who was recommended 

by Judge Young would be entirely satisfactory, since he knew of Judge 

Young's high personal standards. He said he understood that Mr. Stickles 

was an expert in the field of zoning. He told the Board that while Mr. 

Gagan would probably defend the action very satisfactorily, consideration 

must be given to the people who have raised a large portion of the money 

for additional counsel, since they have requested expert counsel. 

The Board then discussed the matter further with Mr. Wexler, 

all agreeing with him that while Mr. Gagan was a fine and brillant 

attorney, they must consider the request of the people who have raised 

the money for the defense of this action. 

Mr. Wexler then suggested to the Board that in hiring counsel 

the Supervisor specify the amount to be spent in the Supreme Court. 

He suggested further that if possible the Supervisor ascertain the amount 

that might be required in the higher courts. 

When asked as to any additional costs he might have as Town 

Attorney, Mr. Wexler informed the Board that there would be a little 

expense for court appearances, etc. 

Mr. Dickenman said that if the people who have given the money 

would withdraw it if anyone else except expert counsel were employed, 

then he felt the Board should employ expert counsel, as the money already 

raised will be of great help in the defense of this action. 

Mr. Wexler told the Board that it was his understanding that 

the committee had been requested to find a lawyer expert in the field 

of zoning. He said that as a member of this committee, he had left the 

choice of an attorney to Mr. Doming and Mr. Morgan. 

Mr. Dickenman then said that under the ciroumstanoes, he would 

withdraw his motion. 

The following resolution was then offered. 

It is hereby moved by Dr. Gilohrest, seconded by Dr. Qoebel 

that the Supervisor, with the advloe of the Town Attorney, be empowered 

to retain apeoial oounsel in the case of the New York Trap Rook Corporation! 

Plaintiff, against the Town of Olarkstown et al, Defendants, said special 

oounsel to be an expert in the field of zoning law, namely, Lester D. Stickles, 



Esq. , or another suitable attorney i f Mr* Stickles i s not avai lable, 

and i f i t i s necessary to seek another attorney, Mr* Blauvelt and the 

Town Attorney may cooperate with a certain unoff ic ial committee of 

the residents of the Town of Clarkstown, namely, Mr* Deming, Mr* Morgan 

and Mr* Wexler in seeking such attorney, and Mr* Blauvelt, with the 

advice of the Town Attorney i s authorized to sign a retainer in which 

the tota l fee for the Town shal l not be more than $100.00 for such 

attorney for the above named case in i t s present court, and i s authorized 

to make such other terms regarding costs and disbursements as he sees 

f i t . 

Vote: Mr* Schmersahl Yes 

Dr* Oilchrest Yes 

Dr* Goebel Yes 

Mr* Dickenman Yes 

Mr. Blauvelt Yes 

Dr* Oilchrest moved the Supervisor write and thank the 

residents of Clarkstown for their loyal support in raising funds to 

a s s i s t in the defense of the Trap Rock suit* 

Seconded by Mr. Schmersahl Carried 

Ifc». Oilchrest moved the meeting be adjourned* 

Seconded by Mr* Sohmersahl Carried 

Meeting adjourned* 

Town Clerk of Clarkstown 

• > • ' 


